
 

  

 

She’s Here! 

Welcome Baby Lyra Nicole! 

Born January 29, 2012 

3:14am 

7 lbs 12 oz 

18.9 in 

Congratulations,  

Ragnar and Ashley! 
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DISCLAIMERS 

 

 

This is the 1st quarter/February 2012, issue of the Caw Ees Fee Shin, a publication of the Barony 

of An Crosaire of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, Inc.). Caw Ees Fee Shin is avail-

able from Lady Julijana Ausra of Kaunas [Angela M. Paulauskas] via email at chroni-

cler@ancrosaire.org. It is not a corporate publication of SCA, Inc., and does not delineate SCA, 

Inc. policies. Copyright © 2011 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. For information on reprint-

ing photographs, articles, or artwork from this publication, please contact the Chronicler, who will 

assist you in contacting the original creator of the piece. Please respect the legal rights of our con-

tributors. 

 

 

 

 

Caw Ees Fee Shin proudly serves the Barony of An Crosaire and its populace with the dissemina-

tion of information of both interest and importance to the Barony and its populace.  An extreme 

effort is put forth to neither discriminate nor slight any given sector of the populace, the society, 

events or sights used.  That said, if such a slight or discrimination is perceived in any form, please 

immediately contact the Barony of An Crosaire Chronicler, Lady Julijana, via email or phone, so 

that the issue may be resolved immediately and, if required, an apology to the offended parties 

may be entered into the next issue. 

 

 

 

 

Please feel free to forward any content requests or submissions via email or hard copy to the Baro-

nial Chronicler so that this publication may better suit your needs, interests or to assist others 

with the skills and knowledge you may have acquired over your tenure within the SCA.  The 

Chronicler reserves the right to edit submissions for spelling and grammar as well as for inappro-

priate content and for space considerations. 

Caw Esfee Shin—Barony of An Crosaire Newsletter 
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From the Chronicler 

 

Lady Julijana Ausra of Kaunas 
 

 

Good gentles of An Crosaire, I bid you welcome.  In keeping with our strong desire to keep the 

good populace of the Barony of An Crosaire well informed, the new edition of our beloved Caw Es-

fee Shin is here for your reading and hopeful enjoyment. 

 

Please remember, this is YOUR newsletter, not mine.  I serve at your pleasure and for your benefit 

and enjoyment.  If you wish to contribute or have views about the baronial newsletter, please do 

not hesitate to contact me.  Submissions are welcome from the populaces of The Barony of An 

Crosaire and Cantons of Matham Trove and Amurgorod.  I will be more than happy to entertain 

any and all constructive contributions. 

 

Please ensure any contributions for our newsletter reach me prior to the end of the last Tuesday 

of the month of that quarter.  This corresponds with the business meeting and allows me time to 

produce the newsletter for the start of the month.  Any content received after that time will be in-

cluded in the following month’s edition. 

 

Many thanks to all who have contributed to this publication.  Your efforts are much appreciated.   

 

   Warmest Regards, 

   Lady Julijana Ausra of Kaunas 

   Baronial Chronicler 

 

PS.  Please note that as of January 1, 2011, new release forms for creative works, photographs 

and models have been implemented by the SCA and only these forms are now authorized. No 

other forms or altered versions of the official forms are authorized for use and will not be accepted 

by the Chronicler for inclusions of works into this newsletter. 

 

Caw Esfee Shin—Barony of An Crosaire Newsletter 
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Barony of An Crosaire Officers 

 Baron         Baron -in -Waiting  

 Master Rurik Petovich Stoianov    Sir Turold Dunstan Arminger 

  Rurikps@cox.net 

 

 Baroness        Baroness -in -Waiting  

 Mistress Ceridwen o Cahercommaun   Countess Dulcia MacPherson 

  Ceridwen@cox.net 

 

 Seneschal  

 Honorable Lady Thalassia Knossos Hellenis   

  seneschal@ancrosaire.org      

   

 Exchequer       

 Honorable Lady Emer ni Maebdh    Lady Gemma Corsini 

  exchequer@ancrosaire.org 

 

 Herald  

 Honorable Lady Ann of Blackthorn 

  herald@ancrosaire.org     Baron Koppel fun Baurieux 

          

 Hospitaller         

 Lady Ysabeau Jean-Louis Durant   Honorable Lady Amalthea 

   hospitaller@ancrosaire.org  Honorable Lady Thalassia Knossos Hellenis 

 

 Chamberlain  

 Mu’allim Ibrahim ibn Abih al Thaalibi   Seeking Deputy 

   chamberlain@ancrosaire.org 
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Caw Esfee Shin—Barony of An Crosaire Newsletter 

  Combat Arts Marshal  

 Lord Algirdas Gzu     Honorable Lord Tymm Colbert le Gard 

 marshall@ancrosaire.org 

 Rapier Marshal   

 Maistir Roibeard mac Sluaghadhim   Seeking Deputy 

 rapier@ancrosaire.org 

 Target Archery Marshal   

 Lord Jochi Bahtu      Seeking Deputy 

 archery@ancrosaire.org 

 Webminister  

 Lady Stefanina da Lucca   Honorable Lord Sebastion von Meintze 

  webminister@ancrosaire.org     

 Historian  

 Lady Raynagh Mac Shane    

  historian@ancrosaire.org  

  Chronicler  

  Lady Julijana Ausra of Kaunas    Desperately Seeking Deputy 

  chronicler@ancrosaire.org 

  Minister of Arts and Sciences      

  Mistress Madhavi of Jaisalmer    Seeking Deputy 

  artsci@ancrosaire.org 

  Constable  

  Lord Hallr Dunkr      Lord Draco 

  constable@ancrosaire.org     Angus Graham 

  Librarian  

  Rebekah Mathis      Seeking Deputy 

  librarian@ancrosaire.org 
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Caw Esfee Shin—Barony of An Crosaire Newsletter 

Calendar of Upcoming Events ð Kingdom of Trimaris 

(Complete events listing at Trimaris.org) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information listed on the calendar is gathered from the Kingdom of Trimaris web page and from 

our own Barony.  Errors in information, changes in dates or locations or any other inaccuracies 

are apologized for.  If some information listed is incorrect, please contact the Baronial Chronicler 

so the information may be corrected as quickly as possible. 

 

   Indicates the current King and Queen of Trimaris will be in attendance at listed event. 

February 2012 

24-26 St. Valentine’s Day 

Massacre– Baronial 

Investiture 

 

 

An Crosaire Camp Immokalee 

11-18 Gulf Wars XXI Gleann Abhann Kings Arrow Ranch, 

Lumberton, MS 

    

6-8 Spring Coronation Barony of  

Marcaster 

Camp Ocala 

March 2012 

13-15 The Ranger Moot Shire of Vaca Del 

Mar 

Church of the Holy Pres-

ence 

14 Tourney of the Rose Sea March Moose Lodge 

20-22 St. George’s Faire 

  

Mathom Trove Camp Winona 

20-22 Siege of St. Martin’s 

Shrine-Baronial 

Wars 

The Ruins Scotsmor Farms 

April 2012 
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Unto the people of An Crosaire, the Greatest Barony in the Known World, do we,  

Rurik and Ceridwen send fondest greetings!  

 

As we approach St. Valentineõs Day Massacre and the Investiture of your new Baron and Baroness, 
Turold and Dulcia, we look back upon the past three years with joy, humility, and love.  

 

It has been our great joy serving you as Baron and Baroness, and it is with humility that we hope 
our service has been worthy of you. The love and support we have received these past three years 
has been incredible, and we are humbled by it. 

 

Now, we look to the future with our new Nobles, and can see that it is bright and full of hope! The 
future of An Crosaire is secure and the capable hands of Turold and Dulcia shall bring continued 
prosperity for our fair lands. They both have our complete confidence and support, and we ask 
that you all offer them the same. 

 

Once again, we thank all of you for your support, and we hope that you will remember our time 
with fondness.  

 

In Service to An Crosaire, 

 

Rurik and Ceridwen  

Seventh Baron and Baroness of An Crosaire  

Caw Esfee Shin—Barony of An Crosaire Newsletter 

From the Baron and Baroness of An Crosaire 

Baron Rurik Petrovich Stoianov 
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Caw Esfee Shin—Barony of An Crosaire Newsletter 

Knights of An Crosaire 

If you wish to learn the art of martial combat as it pertains to our wondrous Kingdom of Trimaris, the following 

Knights of Trimaris reside within our barony and may be sources of inspiration as well as information for as-

piring martial combatants in the realm of heavy weapons.  Please approach them with both the respect and 

courtesy their dedication towards our dream warrants, this is not a simple achievement or one to be taken 

lightly.  To the left of their names are their devices so you may identify their heraldry when seen. 

 

Sir Koppel fun Baurieux 

Sir Erika Bjornsdottir 

Sir Turold Dunstan Arminger 

Sir Subadai the Bear 
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Caw Esfee Shin—Barony of An Crosaire Newsletter 

Laurels of An Crosaire 

If you wish to learn the way of the craftsman as it pertains to our wondrous Kingdom of Trimaris, the following 

Laurels of Trimaris reside within our barony and may be sources of inspiration as well as information for as-

piring craftsman.  Please approach them with both the respect and courtesy their dedication towards our 

dream warrants, this is not a simple achievement or one to be taken lightly.  To the left of their names are their 

devices so you may identify their heraldry when seen. 

 

Master Rurik Petrovich Stoianov 

Mistress Barb Hah Rah 

Mistress Ceridwen o Cahercomman 

Mistress Dulcia MacPherson 

Master Ibrahim ibn Abih al Thaalibi 

Mistress Gwennan ferch Gwydion o’Ddyved 

Mistress Madhavi of Jaisalmer 
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Caw Esfee Shin—Barony of An Crosaire Newsletter 

Pelicans of An Crosaire 

If you wish to learn the ways of service as it pertains to our wondrous Kingdom of Trimaris, the following Peli-

cans of Trimaris reside within our barony and may be sources of inspiration as well as information for aspiring 

volunteers.  Please approach them with both the respect and courtesy their dedication towards our dream war-

rants, this is not a simple achievement or one to be taken lightly.  To the left of their names are their devices so 

you may identify their heraldry when seen. 

 

Master Rurik Petrovich Stoianov 

Mistress Teamhair Gleann da Locha Master Koppel fun Baurieux 

Mistress Natasha Varvara Stoianova 

Mistress Chaabi Merkit 

Mistress Erika Bjornsdottir 

Master Ibrahim ibn Abih al Thaalibi 

Master Roibeard Mac Sluaghadhain 
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Historianõs Hovel 

Welcome to my humble abode  

By Lady Raynagh Mac Shane  

Event’s and happenings from around the Barony… 

 

 

Historianõs Notes 

January 19, 2012 

 

 

Harn Museum Demo  

When: January 12, 2012 

Time: 6:00 pm ð 9:00 pm 

Where: Harn Museum of Art located at SW 34th Street and Hull Road; Gainesville, FL 32611 

 

 

The Barony of Ancrosaire participated in a cooperative demo with the Harn Museum. This event 
brought to life Early Roman armor, Norse (Viking), Saxon, Norman, and Russian lifestyles.  (Photos 
are attached.) 

 

Members Present and dressed in Medieval Splendor:   

 

Baron Rurik Petrovitch Stoianov  

Baron Turold Dunstan Arminger  

Countess Dulcia MacPhersonð worked on card weaving  

Baroness Dianna (Wolfmother)-  sewed leather gift pouches 

Lady Ysabeau ð sewing by hand 

Lady Edwen of Chester - worked on illumination with the Book of Kells as her inspiration  

Lady Albreda of Uffington ð carded and spun wool; displayed embroidery  

Edward McCallister ð showed his Roman Armor and weapons 

HL Thallassa Hellenis ð working at our Hospitallerõs table 

 

 

Caw Esfee Shin—Barony of An Crosaire Newsletter 
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Other items on display:  

 

Pottery 

Carved drinking horn  

Slideshow of SCA photos 

 

Last but not least, Mr. Eric Segal wants to have us make presentations to the Art History class showcasing the things we 
make in relation to the same type of items displayed in historical art; more on this effort to be determined.  

 

YIS, 

Lady Raynagh Mac Shane 

Barony of Ancrosaireõs Historian 

 

Pictures of Harn Museum Demo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historianõs Hovel conõt. 
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Historians Hovel conõt. 

 Canton of Amurgurod  

 

 

¶  Established September 3, 2011 

  Announced during Court at Fall Coronation  

  King Ari, Queen Sibilla Presiding  

 

¶  First Meeting on October 13, 2011: 

  Golden Corral Buffet & Grill  
 2111 Southwest College Road 
 Ocala, FL 34471-1615 

  

¶  First Demo held on November 20, 2011: 

  Location:  Jervey Gantt Aquatic Center 

  2390 SE 36th Ave., Ocala, FL, 34471 

  Phone: (352) 624-2410  

 

¶  January 26, 2012, 7:00pm ð Business Meeting 

  Location:  Marion County Public Library - Main Branch 

  2720 East Silver Springs Blvd.; Ocala, FL 34470 

  Ph: (352) 671-8551 

  Meetings will be held at Marion County Public Library every 2 nd and 4th Thursday.  
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Historianõs Report 

2012 Hoggetowne Fair 

Jan 28-29 and Feb. 3-5 

 

This year is the start of a new set up for the Barony of Ancrosaireõs demo areas at Hoggetowne.  While items 
1, 2, and 3 are a repeat of what we have displayed in the past, we rearranged their order and added 2 new 
areas as listed in items 4 and 5 below. 

 

¶ Hospitalerõs tent wherein baronial locations and/or SCA information is shared.  We also asked new-
comers to provide contact information on a sign -up sheet so we could later contact them with further 
information.  

¶ Arts and textiles demo tent wherein there was wool spinning and carding, embroidery, calligraphy, 
and card-weaving.  

¶ SCA Combat display tent wherein our armor was on display and the public could try on chain mail 
shirts and helmets with shield and sword.  

¶ A roped fighting area for all -day melees.   

¶ Messy crafts area, known to the general public as òHistory of Period Livingó.  This section of our pres-
ence was evidenced by: 

Soap making 

Candle making 

Knitting  

Metalworking  

Leather tooling  

Blacksmithing and  

An oven made from a clay flower pot  

Our first baronial meeting held on Tuesday, January 31st, boasted 10-12 newcomers; an increase of about 9 
over previous years. 

 

Yours in service, 

Lady Raynagh Mac Shane 

Historianõs Hovel conõt 
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Getting Ready for Your First SCA Event!  
The best, most exciting thing about the SCA is that itõs aõre-creation' organization where people at-
tempt to research and re-create aspects of daily life in the middle ages.  We try to eat medieval food, 
make medieval crafts, watch or participate in medieval tournaments and behave like medieval peo-
ple. Unlike a Renaissance Faire, where you pay a fee to come in and be entertained, the SCA is a full-
immersion experience!  
 
But what will I wear?  
 
Since everyone at an SCA event is both audience AND actor, we do things a little differently.  First, 
we require that everyone attending an SCA event wear their best attempt at pre-17th century cloth-
ing (which we refer to as ògarbó). This can be as simple as a loose tunic or as elaborate as a replica of 
one of Queen Elizabeth Iõs gowns.  Donõt panic if you donõt have something appropriate!  We donõt 
expect you to be an expert or have a wardrobe fit for a Queen!  If you donõt have anything appropri-
ate, contact our Baronial Hospitaller, Lady Ysabeau, and let her know that youõll need to borrow 
something to wear.  Most local groups have a collection of garb called òGold Keyó that they make 
available for new people to borrow.  Lady Ysabeau will find something for you in your size and help 
you put together an outfit to wear to the event.   
 
If you would rather make your own costume, good for you!  There are plenty of simple patterns 
and/or instructions you can use.  Two of my favorites for beginners are found here:  http://
www.virtue.to/articles/in_depth_garb.html   and http://www.virtue.to/articles/
tunic_worksheet.html  
 
Remember, all that is required is an attempt to look medieval; we donõt expect you to be perfect!  
Many people in the SCA find that they really arenõt very interested in medieval clothes and may 
never make or wear anything other than simple tunics, even after participating in the SCA for 20 
years or more.  Other people find that they are really interested in medieval clothing and might be 
wearing extravagant costumes after only a few months in the SCA.  As long as you make an at-
tempt, itõs all up to you! 
 
Medieval people didn't have pockets or purses like we do today, so you may want to get or borrow 
a drawstring pouch or basket to put your stuff in.  Medieval people also liked accessories just as 
much as modern people do, so donõt feel that you have to settle for just a plain tunic!  Feel free to 
add some accessories and jewelry, just be aware that some accessories and jewelry have specific 
meanings in the SCA. You will want to avoid wearing these items until you have earned the right to.  
The most obvious thing is crowns, tiaras, and metal circlets ð the people who wear such things at 
SCA events hold specific ranks in the SCA.  The same goes for anything with a laurel wreath on it 
(or a laurel wreath in your hair), anything with a wreath of roses on it, anything with a pelican on it, 
plain gold or silver chains (a heavy chain with nothing hanging from it), spurs, or white belts or 
sashes.  In our kingdom, plain red belts, yellow belts and green belts are also reserved for specific 
people, but anyone can wear a black, brown, blue, purple, gold or silver belt.   
 
 

Newcomerõs Corner 

http://www.virtue.to/articles/in_depth_garb.html
http://www.virtue.to/articles/in_depth_garb.html
http://www.virtue.to/articles/tunic_worksheet.html
http://www.virtue.to/articles/tunic_worksheet.html
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What will I eat?  
Most events have a feast, which is available for a separate charge in addition to the site fee.  Very of-
ten in our kingdom the fee you pay for feast will also include breakfast and/or lunch ð so you eat all 
day for one low price!  The feast itself is served in the evening, after Court.  Itõs a large, fairly formal 
meal for a limited number of people ð so itõs a good idea to pre-register for the event so that you can 
be sure to get a spot at feast! 
Forget your modern ideas of what a formal meal is like!  A medieval feast usually includes a lot of 
food served in a series of courses or removes. Some of the dishes served at feast will be almost iden-
tical to things people commonly eat today, and some of the dishes will be very unfamiliar ð but most 
are delicious. The menu and ingredients list for the feast is always published well ahead of time so 
that you know what is being served.  If you have any allergies or dietary concerns, check with the 
feast steward before the event.   
 
If you purchase feast you will be expected to bring your own dishes, called òfeast gearó.  This usu-
ally consists of a simple plate, bowl, cup/mug/goblet, napkin, silverware, and maybe a candle in a 
candleholder or some kind.  Your feast gear can be made of wood, metal (such as pewter or alumi-
num), china, pottery or even plastic.  You donõt need to buy feast gear for your first event ð a place 
setting of whatever you use at home will be fine! Donõt forget a candle though ð many feasts are 
served by candlelight and itõs much nicer if you can see what youõre eating! 
 
Feast is served òfamily styleó at large tables where lots of people are seated together. Some events 
offer an opportunity to sign up for specific seats early in the day.  This will usually be found at the 
registration desk or, sometimes, in the feast hall itself.  Otherwise you can simply arrive about 30 
minutes before the feast is supposed to start and find some available space.  Part of the fun of eating 
feast at an SCA event is sharing your table with both people you already know and people you 
havenõt met yet.  Be sure to introduce yourself to your tablemates and let them know that you are 
brand new to the SCA.  Theyõll usually be delighted to answer any questions you might have and 
entertain you with stories about experiences theyõve had in the SCA.  
 
If you donõt want to buy feast, or think you might want more to eat than you might be served, 
youõre always allowed to bring your own food with you to an event.  Most people bring a cooler for 
their favorite drinks and snacks ð just throw a piece of fabric or an old tablecloth over it so that itõs 
less noticeable.  You can also choose to leave site for a while and visit a local eatery if you wish.  
Make sure you take your site token and event receipt with you so that you will be allowed back on 
site. 
What will I do all day?  
There are a lot of things to do at SCA events.  Some activities require special equipment and authori-
zation to participate in, but are a lot of fun to watch even if you canõt participate.  (Authorization is a 
process where you demonstrate to the referees, called òmarshalsó, that you understand the rules and 
are not going to hurt yourself or others with your equipment.) Activities that require authorization 
but are fun to watch are the heavy weapons tournament, the rapier tournament, and the youth com-
bat.  The heavy weapons tournament is where competitors use rattan weapons and real armor to 
imitate medieval combat.  Rapier combat is where competitors use blunt steel weapons used in 
some kinds of fencing to imitate the street fighting of the renaissance.  Youth combatants used pad-
ded weapons and light armor to imitate medieval combat to the best of their ability.  At St. Valõs 
there will also be òwar practicesó for heavy weapons and rapier combatants, where the authorized 
fighters will practice skills used in group combat such as you might have seen in a medieval war.  
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Combat archers will participate in these practices as well.  Combat archers wear armor like the 
heavy weapons fighters and shoot special, padded arrows that are designed for use in these 
òwarfareó scenarios.  Combat archery also requires authorization. 
 
In addition to the activities that require authorization, there are many activities that anyone may 
participate in, no authorization required!  Target archery is available for anyone who wants to give it 
a try.  There is always at least one experienced archer, called the archery marshal, running the target 
archery at an event.  He or she will have bows and arrows that you can borrow and will explain the 
rules of the range to you.  If you donõt know how to shoot, they will even teach you how to do it!  If 
you are interested in trying target archery, just go to the archery range and let someone know that 
you are new to the SCA but want to give this a try.  They will introduce you to the person running 
the range and help you get started.   
 
Most events have classes that are open to anyone attending the event, and St. Valõs is no different. 
What makes the classes at St. Valõs different is that there is only ONE formal class, but itõs the best 
class to take if you are new to the SCA ð The Newcomerõs Class!  The Newcomerõs Class will be 
taught on Saturday at 11:00 (or just after morning court, if things run a little long) near where court 
will take place and the tournaments will happen.  This class will explain a lot of the things that you 
will see around you at the event and help you make sense of what youõre seeing!  Other classes at St. 
Valõs are actually more like all-day-long workshops instead of formal classes.  Experienced weavers, 
spinners, sewers and other crafty folk will hang out in the feast hall throughout the day and encour-
age anyone interested in learning how to do these things to come up and try some hands-on crafts! 
 
Many events have an activity called an Arts & Sciences Contest that can take a variety of forms, but 
at St. Valõs it will be a hands-on challenge!  The challenge is to create a 13th century style costume ac-
cessory during the day using (at least in part) the materials provided to you by the ladies running 
the contest.  Beginning just after morning court, anyone interested in participating can pick up mate-
rials, contest instructions and a òdocumentation packetó (a booklet showing all kinds of accessories 
and information on how to make them) in the feast hall.  You have until 4:00 PM to finish your en-
try.  Just before evening court (you, or whoever your chosen model is) will model your entry and the 
audience will choose their favorite as the winner!  
 
Beginning Friday evening and running all day Saturday there will be a òtavernó outside the feast 
hall with all kinds of period and period -ish games to play.  Many will be provided, such as chess-
boards, cards, dice and other period games, or you can bring your own to play.  There will be a 
òChess meleeó (four-player chess!), and Chess Challenges to puzzle over.  During evening court we 
will also be playing An Crosaireõs not-very-medieval-but-lots-of-fun Court Bingo.  Court Bingo is 
played with bingo sheets that ask you to cross off things that may (or may not!) happen during 
court.  Small, and sometimes very silly, prizes are awarded to those who manage to get a òBingo!ó 
 
There will also be a variety of òBardic Activitiesó throughout the weekend.  There will probably be a 
òBardic Circleó Friday and Saturday evenings.  Bardic Circles are informal gatherings of singers, 
story tellers, poets, musicians, and people who just want to listen.  Those brave enough to perform 
take turns entertaining everyone in a very informal way.  There is no requirement that everyone at-
tending a Bardic Circle perform, nor do the things performed have to be medieval.  Anything you 
know that fits the mood will be enjoyed and appreciated.  There are also two contests for performers 
at St. Valõs, plus the opportunity to perform during feast as part of the eveningõs entertainments.  
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For more information on the performance contests at St. Valõs, visit the event website or ask the 
event staff. 
 
What should I do if I want to watch the tournaments?  
 
The tournaments are held in a roped off area called a òlyste fieldó (pronounced ð list).  Only author-
ized fighters and marshals (a combined referee and safety officer) are allowed to go inside the ropes 
around the field, but anyone can watch from outside the ropes.  Itõs considered courteous to leave 
about 3 feet or so between the spectators and the ropes to allow people to move around the field eas-
ily (itõs also SAFER to leave a little extra room between yourself and the combat!).  Itõs also consid-
ered courteous to make sure that you arenõt standing in front of someone who is sitting when you 
stop to watch the tournament.  You wouldnõt like it if someone blocked your view, so make sure you 
donõt block theirs.   
 
Many people bring chairs to sit on while they are watching the tournaments, and some people may 
even set up pavilions for shade.  Consider someoneõs private pavilion to be the equivalent of their 
living room ð you donõt just wander into someone elseõs living room uninvited, right?  If youõre out 
in the sun and getting hot, ask if you can borrow some of their shade. Peopleõs chairs are also per-
sonal property.  If you see an empty chair, itõs not òup for grabsó but you might ask if you can sit 
there until its owner returns.  The SCA is full of very friendly people, when in doubt ð just ask! 
 
Bring your own chair so that youõll have someplace comfortable to sit! Youõll see all kinds of chairs 
being used at SCA events, from metal or wooden folding chairs to folding camp or lawn chairs to a 
variety of period chairs.  Bring something from home and throw a piece of fabric over it to make it 
look a little less modern and youõll be all set!  (Hint ð Wal-Mart sells flat sheets individually in their 
bedding section.   A twin size flat sheet costs $5, comes in a variety of colors and is large enough to 
serve as a chair cover, tablecloth, ground cloth or whatever else you may need at an event!) Your 
chair can also serve as a sort of òhome baseó throughout the day.  You can have your cooler of 
drinks and snacks there (with a cover over it), and have any other items you might want with you 
throughout the day there.   
 
At St. Valõs, the camp provides a large permanent pavilion (the kind with a concrete floor and metal 
roof) that will run along one side of the lyste field.  Everyone is welcome to put their chairs under 
the permanent pavilion and enjoy the shade!  Under the permanent pavilion, at the center of the 
lyste field, there will be an area that is set aside for the Royalty presiding over the event.  This is 
where the King and Queen of our kingdom will sit, along with their Royal Heirs (the Prince and 
Princess) and your new Baron and Baroness.  They will have people with them who will also be in 
that area.  Some of these people will be guests of the royalty and others will be people who enjoy 
taking on the role of òretainersó (people who run errands and otherwise assist the royalty) in the 
SCA.  This area is not open for the general populace to set up their chairs in, and you should avoid 
wandering through this area as much as possible.  That doesnõt mean that the area and the royalty in 
it are off limits though!  Please take a few minutes to approach the Royalty and/or the new Baron 
and Baroness to introduce yourself and let them know that you are brand new to the SCA.  Theyõll 
be delighted to meet you! If you arenõt sure how to approach the royalty, ask one of their retainers ð 
theyõll be happy to help you. 
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Donõt forget to attend Court!  òCourtó is when the King and Queen, with the local Baron and Baron-
ess, hold a formal gathering to make announcements and recognize the accomplishments and 
achievements of their people.  That sounds like it might be kind of boring, but it really isnõt!  Itõs of-
ten as good as theater!  And donõt forget about Court Bingo!  
 
I donõt know anybody; will I spend the day alone? 
 
Going to your first few SCA events can be scary because everyone there seems to know each other 
and you donõt really know anyone.  The more events you attend (and local meetings) the more peo-
ple youõll get to know, but how do you get through your first event?   
 
SCA people are very friendly, but they are also very polite.  If they see you sitting quietly by your-
self, they may think that you *want* to sit quietly by yourself for a while.  Usually it will be up to 
you to make the first move.  There are several ways to do that: 
 
The easiest thing to do is to find someone you do know and ask if you can tag along with them 
throughout the day.  This can be someone from your local group, the local or event Hospitaller (a 
special SCA officer who acts as a sort of òWelcome Wagonó person for new participants), or even 
the Baron and/or Baroness from your (or any!) area.  All of these people are good choices and will 
generally go out of their way to introduce you to lots of people, explain whatõs going on, and try to 
make sure that you have a good time.  You donõt have to spend all of your time with them either.  
You can use them as a sort of òhome baseó that you can return to for a friendly face after venturing 
out on your own to try your hand at various activities.  
 
Another easy way to break the ice is to volunteer!  Events are a lot of work and take many people in 
order to get the work done and keep the event running smoothly for everyone.  Everyone working 
at an event is a volunteer, from the person in charge to the person who decides to help out by 
sweeping the floor of the feast hall.  When you volunteer a little of your time (even just an hour!) 
youõll meet other people who are also volunteering.  Many lifelong friendships in the SCA have 
started this way.  So what can you volunteer to do?  If you like to cook, ask if the kitchen staff needs 
any help.  They work hard in the kitchen from Friday night straight through to Saturday night and 
can almost always use an extra hand or two.  If you arenõt much of a cook but enjoy the camaraderie 
of the kitchen crew (they are always lots of fun to be around!), offer to wash dishes for an hour or 
two.  Any time there is a lot of cooking to be done there are also a lot of dishes to be washed!  If you 
want to do something to help out, but would rather stay near the tournaments, volunteer to help the 
Water Bearers.  These volunteers circulate among the fighters and the spectators making sure that 
everyone drinks enough water and has access to some snacks to so that no one gets dehydrated or 
sick.   There are lots of other jobs at events that need willing hands as well.  If you donõt see anything 
immediately, ask someone to help you find the Autocrat (the person in charge of supervising the en-
tire event).  The Autocrat almost always knows who on their staff could use some extra hands.  
 
 
 



 

20 

SCA people love to talk about what interests them.  Another good way to break the ice is to ap-
proach someone who is working on an interesting project, is wearing something you would like to 
know more about, or is doing something you find interesting and ask them about it.  Most people 
are very willing to share what they know.  Donõt be afraid to ask if you can share a table with some-
one in the feast hall, or join them in a game in the tavern, or join in with any activity.  The most 
magical words you can say at your first SCA event are òThis is my first eventó.  These words will 
help open doors and hearts to you, so donõt be afraid to let people know! 
 
Is there anything else I should know?  
 
The first thing youõll do when you arrive at the event site is stop at a little tent set up beside the road 
into the site.  This is called the òGateó and is manned by volunteers.  They will come up to your car 
and will have you fill out some basic information like your name, your SCA name if you have one (if 
you donõt just leave that blank), what local group you are from, the tag on the car you are driving or 
riding in, how long you plan to stay at the event (for the day only, overnight or for the whole week-
end) and sign a short waiver.  The information you fill out is only used by event staff while you are 
at the event.  For example, if someone were to accidentally hit your car in the parking lot, they can 
use that information to figure out whose car it is and find you.  The forms used at Gate are pressure 
sensitive and make 4 copies of the form at one time.  The Gate staff will take the top two copies of 
the forms and hand you the bottom two copies.   
 
As you leave the Gate, you will enter the event site proper.  The next stop you will make is called 
Registration and itõs usually located just inside the site.  Youõll need to park your car and go into the 
building where Registration is located ð this is where you will pay your fees for the event (if you 
didnõt pre-pay) or check in (if you pre -paid).  You may need to wait in line for a few minutes if they 
are busy.  When you get up to the desk, hand the two copies of the Gate Form to the person behind 
the desk.  They will ask if you pre -paid (sometimes also called òpre-reservedó), if you did ð tell them 
the name you gave when you pre-paid for the event so they can look it up.  If you didnõt pre-pay, 
they will go over the fees with you and tell you the total amount so you can pay for the event.  Be 
aware that if you want to eat feast, itõs better to pre-pay for the event as feast spots are usually lim-
ited.  Once your fees have been paid (or confirmed) the Registration staff will give you one copy of 
the Gate Form (this is your receipt), a copy of the event schedule, and your site token.  At this point 
you are free to find your cabin if you arranged for cabin space, or find a place to park and start en-
joying the event.   
 
As you move about the event site you occasionally hear the word òHOLD!ó shouted.  In the SCA, 
this word is used when something bad or dangerous is about to happen!  It means òFREEZE 
WHERE YOU ARE!ó  Someone will promptly let everyone know what the danger is and do their 
best to prevent damage or injury, but this only works if everyone freezes.  You might hear it because 
a toddler has just run out onto the field with the heavy weapons fighters (toddlers are lightning fast 
and go right under the ropes that impede their parents!).  Having the fighters freeze will keep the 
baby from getting hurt.  You might hear it because someone intent on taking a photo is about to 
back up into a blazing fire pit.  The most important thing is to learn, and teach your children, to 
freeze where they are when someone yells òHOLD!ó As soon as the dangerous situation is averted, 
everyone will go on as if nothing ever happeneveryone know about event activities that are about to 
begin, changes to the published schedule and special announcements.  It is customary to stop talk-
ing (for just a few moments) while the herald is making announcements so that you, and everyone 
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Heralds generally wear a tabard with two crossed trumpets on a green background somewhere on it.  Her-
alds serve many functions in the SCA. During the day they act as a kind of òtown crieró letting everyone 
know about event activities that are about to begin, changes to the published schedule and special announce-
ments.  It is customary to stop talking (for just a few moments) while the herald is making announcements so 
that you, and everyone else, can hear what is being said because it may be important.  
 
Many children love SCA events!  And a great many people in the SCA love children!  Please remember to 
make sure your children are properly supervised (age appropriate, of course!) at all times.  SCA events gener-
ally take place on wooded campsites that have ponds, pools, woods, insects, and wild creatures (including 
snakes), plus SCA-specific hazards such as archery ranges, combat activities, and cars.  We will try to keep 
your child safe, but there simply is no substitute for a parentõs (or babysitterõs) watchful eye.  Trimaris King-
dom Law requires that all children under 12 have an identification tag of some kind on them at all times.  
This tag should provide the childõs legal name (and SCA name if s/he has one) and the legal and SCA names 
of his/her parent(s) or other responsible adult.  This allows event staff to find you quickly if your child gets 
lost, scared, or injured.   
 
Pets ð most event sites used in the Kingdom of Trimaris do not allow pets to be brought on site.  Helper ani-
mals, with proper paperwork, are always welcome at SCA events.  Sometimes special arrangements can be 
made for other animals, but please donõt bring pets to events with you unless you know that pets are al-
lowed.   
 
Being medieval- isnõt that the point, after all?  We donõt expect anyone to be perfectly authentic, but do your 
best to hide blatantly modern things.  Itõs easy!  Pour your water or soda into a cup, mug or goblet instead of 
drinking from the bottle or can.  Put a blanket, flat sheet or fabric over modern chairs and coolers.  Keep cam-
eras and cell phones in your pouch or basket when not in use.  Move your car to the designated parking area 
as soon as you have unloaded so that event goers donõt have to look at modern cars all day. 
 
Being a good guest ð the goal of the SCA is to always leave a site cleaner than it was when we arrived.  No 
one on the event staff enjoys having to walk around picking up garbage left behind, so be sure to properly 
dispose of trash, cigarette butts, bottle caps and such.  If you bring alcohol onto a site for an SCA event, itõs 
best to plan on taking all the empty bottles (and bottle caps or corks) off site with you, rather than putting 
them into the trash.  Many of the sites we rent for SCA events do not generally allow any alcohol on site 
when they have their normal childrenõs and youth camps.  They usually donõt mind SCAers bringing reason-
able amounts of alcohol with them, but a young camper should NEVER find a stray beer bottle in the trash.  
Bring a bag and take all those kinds of trash home with you!  
 
Smoking ð Trimaris Kingdom Law prohibits smoking during Court, during meetings and during feast.  We 
also ask that you not smoke inside any buildings and that you move away from activities, such as the fighting 
field, when you need to smoke.  Kingdom Law also requires that smokers be responsible for the proper dis-
posal of their cigarette butts, which may mean keeping them and throwing them away later if there is no ap-
propriate place to dispose of them nearby.  Please donõt throw them on the ground! 
 
Partying ð Modern -day local, state, and federal laws on legal drinking age and illegal drug use ALWAYS ap-
ply at SCA events and will be strictly enforced.  Party responsibly and take your trash off site with you.   
 
Hopefully this article will help you feel ready to attend your first event.  You know a little about what to ex-

pect, what to do, and how to get through the day.  Now come on out and join us in the òcurrent Middle 

Agesó! 

Article courtesy of Countess Dulcia MacPherson 
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St. Valentineõs Day Massacre  

 

From your autocrats: 

 

For detailed information, please visit the event website at:  

 

http://www.ancrosaire.org/officialevents/stvals/index.html  

 

   


